THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

During the Nadan the gteen pastures of the plateau
are covered with the bright-coloured tents of Chinese
and Mongolian restaurateurs, and tens of thousands
of spectators who, between events, swarm round the
enormous barrels of fermented mares' milk provided
free by a benevolent government. The events them-
selves go on from dawn till dusk. There are no strict
rules in any of them. The small Gobi ponies, with their
disproportionately large heads., are allowed to race
against the slender thoroughbreds of the steppe, and
sometimes the jockeys are boys or girls of ten or
twelve years. Moreover, these young riders often
manage to win against the older and infinitely more
experienced riders.

When the various races, wrestling matches and
other exhibitions are over for the day, the crowds
sing and dance to the accompaniment of gay music
provided by bands paid by the Government. The
importance attached to the Nadan may be gauged from
the fact that an official five days' bank holiday is
observed for the purpose.